
 

 

  
 

 
Rapid COVID-19 Tests Are in Short Supply 

 

Barrett Hospital & HealthCare’s Rapid COVID-19 Tests  
Are Reserved for Patients Meeting Specific Criteria 

 
 

Dillon, MT., July 20, 2020 – Barrett Hospital & HealthCare has prepared for months to address the 
anticipated needs of this pandemic and has surge plans in place to treat COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 
patients.  Indeed, this pandemic is unprecedented, and our hospital and clinic has learned a lot, and very 
quickly to respond to this fluid situation.  However, we are still constrained by the limited number of rapid 
COVID-19 tests our in-house laboratory receives each week. 
 
The limited number of  COVID-19 tests Barrett Hospital & HealthCare has on hand requires a provider’s 
order and is prioritized for emergency surgery patients, admitted patients, trauma patients or other 
patients fitting the rapid testing criteria.  
 
“We completely understand that many people are interested in testing for COVID-19 out of concern for 
their own health as well as their loved ones.  Unfortunately, we have very limited allotments for these 
rapid tests and, we must use them first for our critically ill patients and surgical patients to protect not 
only our staff but, the other patients needing hospitalization,” said Dr. Greg Moore, Chief Medical Officer 
Barrett Hospital & HealthCare.  “As we continue to navigate this pandemic, we are hopeful supplies will be 
more available so we can offer testing to those that desire it.  For now, however, each person plays an 
essential role in helping ensure everyone’s safety and can also help prevent the spread of this virus by a 
few simple steps that have been proven to work around the world.  It is crucial to wear a mask or facial 
covering anytime you leave your home, practice appropriate social distancing by avoiding large crowds 
and gatherings, wash your hands with soap frequently for at least 20 seconds, and avoid touching your 
face.” 
 
Individuals with minor symptoms not needing hospitalization, who present for COVID-19 testing, will 
be tested by the State Lab. 
 
Patients who may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 but have no symptoms should 
contact Beaverhead County Public Health Department at 406-683-4771 for further instructions. 
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